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A Strong Mocha Without The Bite
In the landscape we 

love the look of bold foliage 
plants such as century 
plants, otherwise known as 

agaves. However their striking leaves are usually 
armed with sharp spines. For some gardens that we 
design we must shy away from plants that bite; since 
rambunctious dogs, small children, or those who 
play soccer may stray near one. So we were thrilled 
to discover a striking plant without spines. When 
we were introduced to the name Macho Mocha, 
our first thought was “Oh, a premium coffee drink 
for the strong willed.” Then we discovered that X 
Mangave ‘Macho Mocha’ is either an intergeneric 
hybrid between Manfreda variegata and Agave celsii or 
a mutation of the former. Whichever it may be, this 
plant is a knockout specimen without the sharp-
toothed or spine-tipped leaves of the agave. In fact, 
the leaves are rubbery.

This solitary rosette-forming succulent grows to 
4 to 6 feet wide and 2 to 3 feet high. The thick, curving 
fleshy blue-green leaves are dappled with irregularly 
shaped reddish-brown spots at the bases that 
thicken and merge towards the tips. In spring, long-
established plants may develop an 8-foot-tall red 
flower spike from its center that blooms with small 
creamy-white flowers. These nectar-loaded blossoms 
will attract pollinators and hummingbirds alike. 
After blooming, the mother rosette starts to wither 
and die. But fear not, new plants will have developed 
at the plant’s base. We love this regeneration aspect. 
Ours bloomed in April and we had multiple pups to 

pot up. After removing them from the main stem, 
let the bases dry for a week in the shade, then plant 
them in a well-draining potting mix and water 
lightly until they root.

Macho Mocha mangave prefers full sun, but 
tolerates partial shade. Plant it in well-draining 
soil and the mangave can take drought or regular 
watering. Tony Avent of Plant Delights who sells 
the plant from his mail order nursery in North 
Carolina, reports this mangave to be root hardy to 
9°F, but protect it from frost to preserve the foliage. 
Local nurseries that carry Monrovia plants can also 
obtain this mangave. We planted one in a glazed 
green container that accents the leaves. Placed at our 
front door it stops visitors in their tracks. Give this 
plant a special place in your garden and watch the 
heads turn without any fear of a bite.
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Hortus Oasis (FL26000315) in Winter Park is a boutique garden design company specializing in residential, commercial and specialty gardens.  
Stephen is a registered landscape architect and Kristin is a certified landscape designer. Contact them at 407-622-4886/garden@hortusoasis.com 
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Macho Mocha mangave’s fleshy leaves have distinct spots that merge 
toward the tip.

Select a container with a color to accent the colorful foliage.

At right, this eight 
foot tall bloom 
creates drama on
our front terrace.
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theater in the parks 
by Barbara Solomon

Ain’t Misbehavin
We are so incredibly lucky to have such great the-

ater, not only in the Parks, but the surrounding area 
as well.  In the space of one week I saw three excel-
lent shows, one in College Park at Theatre Down-
town, another at UCF in east Orlando, and last, but 
not least, downtown at The Mad Cow Theatre.

Theatre Downtown is playing Noel Coward’s 
“Hay Fever” through March 15. The cast is abso-
lutely fabulous, featuring Cira Larkin in the lead as 
Clara. Her comedic timing and delivery keep the 
audience in a state of constant laughter. Directed by 
her husband, Tom Larkin, it is a ‘20s drawing room 
comedy about a totally insane family and the plans 
they have to make a boring weekend in the country 
an absolutely insane state of affairs. Rachel Comeau, 
Ava Tunstall, and Dan Cooksley also show off their 
comedic talents in this wacky but totally fun play.

The inhabitants of Iowa had me singing at UCF’s 
“The Music Man.” Actually, they just play Iowans, 
but are really UCF drama students. Every song is 
wonderful, even the lesser ones. My favorites are 

p o p  c u l t u r e  d e t o u r s  by George McGowan

A Springtime Potpourri
While we suffered through a couple of polar 

vortices over the past couple of months, I was busying 
myself with springtime pursuits. Anticipating baseball 
season, gardening, and some more anticipation of 
the baseball season. I also came across several books, 
TV shows, music and even smartphone apps that I 
think will be of interest to those of you looking for 
something new as the spring flowers begin to bloom.

The book I would like to recommend is “The 
Accidental Universe: The World You Thought 
You Knew,” by Alan Lightman. This slim 
volume of essays is from an interesting 
physicist (not an oxymoron) and 
novelist who happens to be 
the first person to receive a 
dual faculty appointment in 
science and the humanities at MIT. 
It contains several essays on the nature of 
our existence in this vast universe and makes this 
subject real and not just theoretical. Lightman uses 
his gift for writing to make the subject of theoretical 
physics meaningful to all. Also, he doesn’t shy away 
from the spiritual and the many things that remain 
unexplained about our universe – both external and 
internal. But don’t take just my word for it, Emily 

Rapp of the Boston Globe writes in her review, 
“Regardless of outstanding interests in science or 
religion, any reader will enjoy pondering, through 
well-organized and graceful prose, what can be 
objectively proven about the world in which we live 
and what remains a mystery.”

On the TV, I have been enjoying the Netflix 
series “House of Cards.” It is only available from 
this online content service and you may have seen 
other articles that talk of its cult-like following and 
deep dive into the seediest aspects of Washington 

politics. I am not one of the many people who 
chose to “binge watch” this program, 
but each hour is filled with juicy bits 
of fun, intrigue and, most especially, 

a great power couple at its center with 
wonderful performances by Kevin Spacey 

and Robin Wright. Many of the minor players 
also shine in their roles, including Kate Mara 

as an ambitious blogger and pundit, Corey Stoll 
as a doomed congressman and Michael Kelly as 
the cold and calculated senior staffer to Spacey’s 
Macbeth-like political striver. I have not yet gotten 
to season two which was released in mid-February, 
but I am happy to know it is out there waiting for 
me when I am ready for it. 

As for music, I am simply obsessed with the latest 

from the artist known as Beck. His latest album, 
“Morning Light,” is simply fantastic. It can live as 
simply beautiful music playing in the background 
of a busy day and can also be listened to intently to 
find the beauty in its spacious arrangements and 
meaningful lyrics (“The Heart is a Drum, Keeping 
Time with Everyone”). Can someone like me name 
something a “masterpiece”? That is a big, imposing 
word. However, the ambition shown by Beck in this 
recording brings this word to mind. So, why can’t I 
use it? Especially since as I listened to this album, I 
was enthralled and moved by its similarities to the 
best of the Beach Boys, Beatles, Peter Gabriel, Elliott 
Smith, Nick Drake and even a modicum of Randy 
Newman (when he can be sweet, that is). Let’s just 
say that Beck’s latest gets my highest endorsement.

Now, for something less masterful but equally 
interesting to me: my latest smartphone app 
obsession, “Duolingo.” This free app uses smart- 
phone-game type graphics and interfaces to teach 
you the foreign language of your choice, for 
English speakers it offers Spanish, French, German, 
Portuguese, and Italian. Wikipedia has a good recap: 
users gain skill points (coins) as they learn a 
language, such as when they complete a lesson. Skills 
are considered learned when users complete all the 
lessons associated with the skill. Users start with four 
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“Marian the Librarian” and “Goodnight My Some-
one,” sung as a duet with Marian (Alexis Mativi) and 
the young talented Amaryllis (Kennedy Foristall), 
who often performs at Theatre Downtown.  Andrew 
Conners as Prof. Harold Hill poses a triple threat--
he can sing, dance, and act! The theatre and music 
departments have merged, and the orchestra was on 
the stage, but the cast still managed some wonderful 
choreography. For those 
of you who live under a 
rock, “The Music Man” 
is the story of a con artist 
who gets his “foot stuck 
in the door” when he 
falls for a music teacher/
librarian in a tiny Iowa 
town.  

Mad Cow has pre-
miered “The Mountain-
top” in the Central Florida 
area.  It is the story of Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s last 
night on earth. The au-
dience is looking down 
from heaven through the 
mountaintop upon Dr. 
King and the angel sent 

to bring him to eternal life. And she is a hoot and a 
half, mixing pathos with comedy. Felichia Chivaughn 
plays the funny lines for all they are worth. And 
Clinton Harris spouts Dr. King’s words with all the 
aplomb they deserve, and “the baton passes on.”

With such a plethora of great shows, every week-
end should be a theatre feast!  Try to see all three if 
you can.


