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Don’t take our word for it ... see the state’s rankings online at FloridaHealthFinder.gov.

THE ONLY 5-STAR RATED, GOLD SEAL HEALTH CENTER IN WINTER PARK!

Pretty AmAzing for A 
Long-term CAre PLAn

The Mayflower. Smart. Secure. And Spectacular.
Close your eyes and think “continuing care retirement community” for a second. What do you see? 
Park-like grounds and walking trails? A pool and fitness center? A formal dining room? Perhaps.

But what about your own faux fireplace? Hardwood floors? Designer kitchen with granite countertops  
and custom cabinetry? Closet systems? At a retirement community . . . seriously? Seriously.

At The Mayflower, you have the freedom and flexibility to customize your home and your retirement 
lifestyle to make them uniquely yours. And while you’re having fun doing that, you’ll also have the  
guarantee of pre-funded long-term care. That’s what prompted residents like Ann and Pete Cross to  
plan ahead and proactively make the move . . . because they wanted to, not because they needed to.  
How about you?

What’s your plan for the future? Call today, and let’s talk about it: 407.672.1620.

[  don’t  you  think?  ]
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www.themayflower.com
1620 Mayflower Court
Winter Park, FL 32792

MAY1175_Ad_Cross_TPP.indd   1 10/27/15   11:06 AM

Agave Diversity
i n  t h e  g a r d e n  by Stephen and Kristin Pategas

Stephen & Kristin Pategas

Hortus Oasis (FL26000315) in Winter Park is a boutique garden design company specializing in residential, commercial and specialty gardens.  
Stephen is a registered landscape architect and Kristin is a certified landscape designer. Contact them at 407-622-4886/garden@hortusoasis.com 

Agaves are low water-
use plants that are striking-
ly sculptural and usually 
adorned with spines. There 

is a great diversity in this species with a wide range 
in cold hardiness, sizes, leaf shapes, and colors. In 
Mexico, the leaves of Agave tequiliana are used to 
make tequila and the fermented sap of other agaves 
provide the drink pulque.

You may remember that in the May 2015 issue 
there was an article in this space about two huge 
century plants (Agave americana) in front of our 
home. In mid-April the bloom stalks were 20 feet 
in height. They topped out with 38 foot-tall spikes 
and then as expected, the plants withered and they 
were removed. The words admirable, noble, and 
splendid are good descriptors for how they grew 
to a large size and ended their lives after flower-
ing. That is not a coincidence since the word agave 
derives from the Greek word agavos which means 
admirable, noble, or splendid. 

Above: Squid agave is free of spines.

At right: Queen Victoria agave.

At right: Twin 
flowered agave.

In our gardens, we grow about a dozen different 
agaves either in the ground or in containers. While 
many are “traditional” in look with thick wide leaves 
with spines on the end, some are surprisingly dif-
ferent. In our collection there is one with thin round 
leaves and one with spineless rubbery leaves that 
looks like a squid. The foliage colors vary and include 
silvery gray, shades of green, and variegated foliage. 
The colorful variegated foliage includes shades of 
white, cream, and red. When the blue-green leaves 
like those on Blue Glow agave are backlit by the sun, 
the red margins edged with yellow do indeed glow.

Agaves require full to mostly-full sun and well-
drained soil. When planting in a container, make 
sure a well-draining soil mix (perlite is a good ad-
ditive) is used. If planting in the ground, confirm 
the area does not hold water for more than about 
thirty minutes after a rainfall. Meanwhile, creating 
a planting mound will aid in drainage. Some are 
more susceptible to wet weather during the winter. 
Make sure they receive minimal irrigation or none 
at all once they are established.

Select the right spiny agave to plant under a 
window and you can pretty much guarantee no 
one - whether burglar or daughter’s boyfriend, will 
try to enter there. If planted in an area where spines 
are a concern, snip the sharp tips off with pruners.

These agaves grow successfully at Hortus Oasis:
Agave americana - century plant

A. (americana x scabra) ‘Gainesville Blue’ -
Gainesville Blue agave

A. angustifolia ‘Marginata’ - Caribbean agave

A. (attenuata x ocahui) ‘Blue Glow’ - blue glow agave

A. bracteosa - squid agave

A. geminiflora - twin flower Gemini agave

A. lopantha ‘Splendida’ - Splendida agave

A. potatorum - butterfly agave

A. salmiana var. ferox ‘Green Goblet’ - Green Goblet
agave

A. victoria-reginae - Queen Victoria agave

Above: Century plant blooms at full height at Hortus Oasis.
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